
49 percent  EDUCATION
34 percent CITIES

9  percent  LANE COUNTY 
5 percent OTHER DISTRICTS 

(ambulance, library, water)
3 percent FIRE DISTRICTS

Laneyour

Where Does Your Property Tax Dollar Go?

Balancing the

One of Lane County’s greatest and most persistent 
! n ancial challenges arises each year as the Lane County Board of Commissioners balances the 
budget as required by Oregon law. While it may seem like an easy task, the process is complex. 

Much of our funding is tied to speci! c services; such is the case with grant funding and many 
state and federal revenues. This means we cannot move funding from one program or service to 
another. Laws, mandates and other restrictions dictate the way most of the revenue is doled out. In 
fact, the unrestricted or “no strings” portion is only 14.5 percent of the overall budget.

Though people write their property tax payment checks out to Lane County, few may know that we 
keep less than 9 cents of every dollar we collect. 

Those 9 cents buy public health services such as communicable disease prevention and 
immunizations; and they buy public safety services to ! nd, arrest, charge, prosecute, lock up and 
treat our offenders. Nearly 9 cents out of every $1 in property taxes also buys services to help our 
most vulnerable residents including our veterans, mentally ill and disabled. 

Another important revenue source for the County has been timber subsidies, historically 
providing between $40-50 million in revenue each year. We are now in year 2 of a 4-year renewal 
of the latest act (which provides full funding only the ! rst year, and a step-down in funding the 
remaining years). If the act is not renewed, Lane County will once again be at a major crossroads.

Operating within our means has led us to make budget reductions 13 out of the last 18 years. 

The road to an adopted budget includes many bumps and curves. Community comments and 
testimony help de! ne the route to adoption. The Board of Commissioners encourages the 
community’s input. 

This spring, community members will have the opportunity to attend Budget Committee meetings 
and to testify regarding the budget. We’ll send out more information about those meetings in 
the coming months. Click on ‘Calendar’ at www.lanecounty.org to track all the upcoming County 
events including the budget meetings. 

Lane County keeps only 9 percent of 
every dollar it receives in property taxes, 
dispersing the rest to other agencies. 
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Small Department  - Big Work

Each day, the Department of Children and Families (DCF) staff of six 
(plus two volunteers) tackle big issues confronting our local youth and families. Haven’t 
heard of DCF? Don’t know what we do? You may ! nd we’re just who you need. 

HELP:The Transition Age Youth 

Force, comprised of local non-pro! ts, 

state, county and local governmental 

agencies, along with the Department of 

Children and Families (DCF) staff has 

come together to focus on this issue. 

The Force is a collaborative effort to 

support youth during this transition. 

An identi! ed best practice of peer  

support and peer support specialists 

works to help teens navigate the adult 

system of supports and build a better 

life within the community.    
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HELP:  The Commission on 

Children and Families and DCF 

work to increase the number 

of infant and toddler childcare  

slots in Lane County. Quality 

Child Care of Florence will open 

as a new childcare center in 

the Spring of 2010. It will serve 

28-48 infants, toddlers and  

preschoolers. The center will be 

sited on school district property 

and will qualify as an on-site 

childcare for teen parents. The 

Commission and DCF aided the 

community’s strategic planning  

so that they were able to open a 

new child care center.

HELP:  Healthy Start/Healthy Families 

(HS/HF) has helpful answers. Family 

Support Workers based in private non-

pro! ts provide home visiting services for  

up to three years for parents who qualify. 

Visits include information on parenting 

skills, infant/child development, safety. 

They will refer you as needed to resources 

throughout Lane County. HS/HF is one  

of the Commission on Children and 

Families’ early childhood prevention  

programs that have proven to prevent 

child abuse and maltreatment by assisting 

! r st time parents in obtaining the skills  

and knowledge they need.  

Contact us at ...
541-682-6731 or 

email  DCF@co.lane.or.us
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A ubrey’s ! rst baby, Cameron, was eight weeks premature and required a long hospital stay 
in the Neonatal Intensive Care Unit. When she became pregnant the second time, Aubrey 
wanted to do everything possible to assure that this baby would arrive healthy and close to 

full term. She was also interested in getting help with breastfeeding so that feeding would go more 
smoothly this time and she could return to work.  

Aubrey’s doctor ordered her to go on bed rest to prevent premature labor, so she stopped working 
in August. One month later her husband was laid off, and she contacted the Lane County Womens, 
Infants and Children or WIC program. WIC staff con! rmed that Aubrey’s family met the WIC 
program income guidelines and that she had nutritional reasons that quali! ed her to participate in 
WIC during her pregnancy. The WIC staff monitored her weight gain and did a simple blood test to 
check her hemoglobin.  

At WIC, she was able to get her questions answered on a healthy weight gain pattern.  Since she 
was anemic, the staff gave her information on high iron foods and helped Aubrey set goals to eat 
healthier. She received monthly food vouchers for high iron foods and other speci! c nutritious 
foods to help assure a healthy pregnancy.  

Aubrey received lots of encouragement from WIC for having quit smoking earlier in the pregnancy 
and WIC staff gave suggestions and resources to help her stay smoke free. WIC staff connected 
Aubrey with a Public Health nurse for home visits during the pregnancy because it was high risk. 

Brady, her second baby, was born a healthy weight and only one week shy of full term.  After his 
birth, Aubrey called WIC for breastfeeding advice. She received a breast pump so she could return 
to work and continue to feed Brady her milk, which she knew was the healthiest way to feed him.  

Aubrey explained that the WIC foods were a huge help during their time of need. She said the 
nutrition education she received helped and her family eats a much healthier diet now.

WIC
The WIC Program provides foods and nutr i t ion educat ion  
for  pregnant women, infants and chi ldren under 5 years old . 
WIC serves an average of  8,000 community members a month. 
With the current economy, more fami l ies are seekin g help.  For 
more informat ion about the WIC Program, cal l  541-682-4202 .

WIC provides:

Answers to nutrition questions

Breastfeeding help and breast 
pumps 

Information on feeding infants 
and children

Help getting other services

Vouchers for speci! c nutritious 
foods such as milk, cheese, eggs 
dried beans, peanut butter, fresh 
fruits, vegetables, and whole 
wheat breads

 

 

 

 

 

A Story About



T hinking of  buying a new home or property? Worried about driving in the 
snow and want to see your road priority for plowing? Want to know the 
zoning for a particular location?

Or, you may want to look up locations of covered bridges in Lane County, 
search for a community such as Horton, or see photos of a property. These and 
many more tasks can be done using Lane County’s web mapping applications. 

Lane County Public Works has been involved with GIS technology for more 
than 10 years and has created a number of data layers that are useful to the 
community.

Employees now offer a class to teach community members how to use the many 
Geographic Information Systems (GIS) web mapping Internet applications 

available through Lane County. 

The two primary mapping applications covered in class are 
“LaneCountyMaps” and “Zone and Plan Map Viewer”. These 

applications show more than 50 map layers such as tax lot 
boundaries, roads, zoning, aerial photography, addresses, 

plan designations, regulated riparian stream corridors, city 
boundaries, soils, wetlands, speed zones, snow priority, 

bridges, township and range.

With GIS mapping applications, community members 
can access mapping information anytime from a 
computer with Internet access.

“People searching for basic land use information no 
longer need to come downtown and wait in line to 
speak with a planner,” said Keir Miller, Associate 
Planner with the Land Management Division. 

To learn about GIS Classes, contact Brian Mladenich, 
GIS Manager at 541-682-6950.

New 
On-Line 

Mapping 
Class
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“People 
searching for 
basic land use 
information 
will no longer 
need to come 
downtown 
and wait 
in line to 
speak with a 
planner.”

To access LaneCountyMaps or Zone and Plan 
Map Viewer go to the Lane County home 
page at www.lanecounty.org Click on the ‘For 
Residents’ tab and then ‘Maps & GIS’. 



What’s Being Done?
A 2007 statewide law known 
as the E-Cycles Law requires 
manufacturers to provide 
FREE recycling programs that 
are convenient to the public 
and safe for human health 
and the environment. 
Now that those free 
programs are in 
place (they collected 
14 million pounds 
of computers and 
TVs so far this year), 
part two of the 
legislation is a 
land! ll ban 
that makes 
it illegal 
to throw 
these 
items 
in the 
garbage. 

New Year Brings New E-Waste Land! ll Ban 

Why? Televisions and computer monitors contain between 5 and 10 pounds of lead each. The 
lead, and heavy and precious metals within other electronics, can be 
dangerous to human health and the environment when disposed of in 
the garbage; or even when recycled if processed in unsafe conditions.  

Call 541-682-3111 for more information or 
go to www.lanecounty.org/PW_WMD
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As of January 1, 2010 it is illegal to put televisions, computers, laptops, and monitors into the 
garbage. (This applies to curbside service or hauling your own garbage for disposal).

Lane County Public Works Waste 
Management became a collector 
for the E-Cycles program by 
offering free recycling at ! ve transfer 
sites to anyone with seven or fewer 
items. As a community service, Lane 
County will accept other electronic 
items including VCRs, stereos, of! ce 
     equipment, phones, printers and 
                 computer accessories. Larger
             quantities (eight or more
             items) and large items, 
                such as " oor standing 
                 copy machines, require 
                         an appointment and
                                         may require fees.

Glenwood

Cottage Grove
Florence

Veneta

Vida

5 FREE 
LOCATIONS:

MAJOR PROGRESS:   Since 2004, 
Lane County Waste Management has collected 
532 tons of electronic items. In just the ! rst 
nine months of the E-Cycles Program, 362 tons 
have been collected.

REUSE MAXIMIZES both environmental and social 
bene! ts from these materials. Partnering with NextStep Recycling, 
Lane County has reused 45,000 pounds of repairable and reusable 
electronic equipment and provided a venue for job skills training and 
technology assistance programs.

Additional Recycle Locations include:

E-CYCLES:  1-800-5-ECYCLE
(1-800-532-9253) or 
www.oregonecycles.org

GARTEN:  541-868-1550 or
http://www.garten.org 

NEXTSTEP:  541-686-2366 and 
541-744-690 or 
http://www.nextsteprecycling.org

GOODWILL :  1-800- 741-0186 
or http://www.goodwill.org 

Contact store directly for details.

 

 

 

 



Jail Beds Per Index Crime

U.S. 2007 Oregon 2007 Lane @ 127 Beds @ 127 + 84 Beds
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Some attribute our local crime problem to the bad 
economy. Others believe drug abuse and social 
service shortages are responsible. None of those 

factors are unique to Eugene. In fact, two are more severe in 
Salem (Marion County) which also has a large state prison 
population and more established criminal street gangs. Why is 
Lane County closing the crime gap with Salem/Marion? Why 
are Eugene and Spring! eld experiencing so many burglaries 
and car thefts? Why is violence here increasing here? Why are 
criminals coming from other states to commit crimes here? 
The answers to these questions are compound and complex, 
but Lane County differs most by its lower support for basic 
public safety services, including prevention, investigation, 
prosecution, supervision, treatment and corrections.

The 2007 crime statistics for 
Eugene, Spring! eld and Lane 
County were bad. Eugene’s 2008 
property crime rate (up 26 percent 
in just one year) represented the 
worst single-year property crime 
increase in the United States, and 
it took place while crime rates were 
dropping sharply in Portland, Salem 
and most of the country. 

Bad 

       Economy?Drug Abuse

?                Social Service

Shortages

while other areas are improving?

Why is crime  still 

getting worse here

H ere are some 
numbers for 
perspective: 

There are nine state 
and local police 
agencies operating in 
Lane County. If the 
number of of! cers was 
doubled at all nine 
agencies, we’d reach 
roughly the same 
of! cer-per-population 
average as California, 
and many of our crime 
rates are worse. The 
Oregon State Police 
have only half the 
Lane County trooper 
staf! ng it had 30 years 
ago, when there were 
60,000 fewer residents 
in the county. 
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Extraordinary 
staff and the 
ef! ciencies 
we have 
developed 
allow us to
do more 
with less. 

The Lane County Sheriff’s Of! ce has lost most of its patrol 
positions and all but two of the more than 20 detective 
positions working violence and property crime in 1981. Only two 
of 11 detective-investigators are left in the District Attorney’s 
criminal division. The recent reopening of 84 closed jail beds brought 
Lane County up to just 25 percent of the Oregon average. (See graph). 
The Lane County public safety system has had repeated staff reductions 
over years. (See the reports by the Oregon Criminal Justice Commission: 
http://www.oregon.gov/CJC/docs/CJCNewsletterSummer2009.pdf)

Lane County is the leanest government unit in Oregon, with a line-worker to 
supervisor ratio of more than 12 to 1 (average is about 7 to 1). Austerity has 
produced great ef! ciency and inter-agency cooperation and 
collaboration, so we’re bene! tting from the multiplying 
power of working together. We move cases more 
ef! ciently and more effectively than most public 
safety teams, and we achieve stellar results on 
most of our most serious cases. 

Extraordinary staff and the ef! ciencies we have 
developed allow us to do more with less. In the 
long run, our improvements will allow us to 
continue delivering a superior level of crime 
suppression and community protection 
with staf! ng levels well below those in 
California and other western states.

L ane 
County 
is the 

leanest 
government 
unit in 
Oregon.

...did 
you 

know?

Over the past 20 years, the Lane 
County Sheriff’s Of! ce:

lost most  of its patrol 
positions

has 2 out of 20 detectives 
remaining to work violent 
and property crimes

has 2 out of 11 detective 
investigators 
remaining in the District 
Attorney’s Of! ce criminal  
division

 

 

 



They look at us with sad eyes, and they can’t  tell  us 
where they live or give their phone numbers so we 
can make the calls that get them back home. No 
matter how well trained pets are, we need a license 
tag number to return them. Licenses guarantee a pet’s 
phone call home and provide 24/7 protection. Whether 
they are found by a community member, an animal 
welfare of! cer, or your local law enforcement agency, 
pets wearing a licenses will be returned home to you. 
A license tells everyone that your pet is not a stray and 
keeps you compliant with the law.

Through increased licensing, the number of dogs 
impounded at the shelter dropped by 20 percent, and 
the returns to owners have increased to 49 percent 
during this current ! scal year. Our goal is to return 
these beloved pets home as soon as possible.  

Every dog is required by law to sport a license when 
one of two things happens: either the dog reaches the 
age of six months, or it obtains its permanent canine 
teeth, whichever comes ! rst. Failure to provide and 
keep the license current may result in a late fee and/or 

! n e. There is no legal requirement to license your 
cat or kitten. However, voluntarily 

doing so will help LCAS 
return your loved one if 

they are found.

If you live within the 
Eugene city limits or in 
unincorporated Lane 
County, purchase your 
license from Lane County 
Animal Services. If you 
live within any other 
incorporated city, contact 
your city hall for licensing 
information.

When you think lost pet, 
please think Lane County 
Animal Services ! rst# 
We are the central contact 
for all lost pets in 
Lane County.

Pet Owners  have several 
options for renewing or purchasing 
their pet’s license, including:

                  Licensing or renewing 
your pet’s license online takes just a 
few minutes. But remember, 
your pet must have a valid 
rabies vaccination. For more 
information on e-Licensing, 
go to https://ecomm.
lanecounty.org/EPets/

             Send in renewal or 
licensing applications to LCAS 
at 3970 W. First Ave., Eugene, 
OR, 97402. Forms may also be 
downloaded online at
www.lanecounty.org/Animals 

                        Stop by LCAS 
between 10 a.m. to 6 p.m., Tuesday 
through Friday; and 10 a.m. to 5:30 
p.m. on Saturdays.

Got License?

ONLINE

MAIL

IN PERSON
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...did 
you 

know?

If your dog or cat 
is brought into the 
shelter with a current 
license and it is the 

! r st time in a 12 month period, there 
are no impound or board fees if you 
redeem your dog within the ! rst 24 
hours. We see lots of wonderful pets 
that miss their families – a license 
tells us they’ve got a home. License 
fees support many important LCAS 
programs including abuse and neglect 
investigations, spay/neuter voucher 
program for low-income pet owners, 
and emergency medical services 
for stray animals – services that 
ensure the health and safety of the 
community and their pets. Licensing 
fees support the return of lost pets 
and help adopt homeless pets.


