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LANE COUNTY HUMAN RIGHTS ADVISORY COMMITTEE

MINUTES
January 23, 2006

Valuing the dignity and worth of all human beings, Lane County is committed to the fair and equal treatment of all persons.

Toward that end, we are committed to ensuring that human rights are a central part of every County program; to reflecting and respecting cultural and individual diversity and promoting inclusiveness, justice and equity

6:00 – 8:00 p.m. (Social time & dinner 5:30-6:00)

First Floor Training Room,



Juvenile Justice Center,


 2727 Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd.

Chair:  Heidi Schultz

Committee Members:  Aaron Boyce; Sheila Coats; Michael Connelly; Tony McCown; Lincoln Nehring; Janice Rubin; Robert Weiss; Mark Lindberg; Doug Martin
Committee Members Absent:  Judy Moseley; Mimi Perdue; Leslie Rubinstein

Liaisons: Greta Utecht; Dennis Ewing; Hugh Massengill

Liaisons to be Absent:  Bobby Green; Rita Wallace-Ostrofsky

AGENDA ITEM











PRESENTER






TIME

I. Introductions & Welcome







Heidi Schultz 






10 min


Heidi opened the meeting at 6:00 pm with round table introductions.  Suggested rotating the task of quote sharing at the beginning of each meeting and then shared a quote from Mohammad Ali.  

Agenda corrections – Ted Lewis, CMS moved up after minute’s approval.  

Greta Utecht – Budget before Committee Status Reports, Action Plan.
II. Public Comment



















  5 min


Phil Weaver with Eugene Peace Works who together with CALC coordinates the Committee for Countering Military Recruitment (CCMR) requests that the HRAC sign onto their petition for support.  Heidi Schultz suggested tabling this item to next month’s agenda for determining whether this is moved forward to the Commissioners.  Lincoln Nehring asked for clarification as to whether this issue has a connection to Human Rights.  Aaron Boyce asked for Phil Weaver to compile a list of Human Rights issue violations that this involves and bring back that data before the committee.  Mark Lindberg asked that Mr. Weaver draft a letter to the BCC that the committee will review.  

Concerns:  


· Access to the schools are disproportionate to other employers

· Schools are legally bound to inform students and parents of their right to opt-out and there is not adequate notification


Motion:  Mark Lindberg - Draft a letter to the BCC


Second:  Sheila Coats


Vote:  Unanimous

Sheila Coats shared her concerns about the level of alleged discrimination in the Northwest Youth Corps.   Sheila indicated that she’d asked for clarification from the NWYC, but had received an inadequate response. Sheila requested that her concerns be documented for the record.
III. Group Process










Heidi Schultz






10 min

1) At the December retreat the group had agreed to a consensus decision making process.  Heidi suggested that when the group cannot reach consensus that they move to vote and document the oppositions.  The committee agreed to try this method.
2) Heidi indicated that she tries to keep the moving forward on topic and asked that they stop when needed.  

3) Janice asked about printing copies prior to the meeting.  Greta Utecht said that HR can have copies available, but it would have an impact on the budget.

Motion:  Mark Lindberg - To maintain the printing of materials for the meetings by HR and any major copying 


 will be voted upon prior to printing.

Second: Tony McCown

Vote:  Unanimous

IV. Co-Chair/Vice-Chair Discussion





Heidi Schultz






15 min

At the December retreat, Heidi Schultz was elected Chair of the LCHRAC and then had to immediately leave the meeting.  Subsequently, the group elected Aaron to be Vice-chair.  Discussion ensued as to the pros and cons of the co-chair model but no changes were made.  Later Aaron decided that he wanted the group to reconsider the co-chair model because if there is to be a change it needs to be voted on by the group.  Tony noted that the by-laws state either model is acceptable. Mark gave a brief history of the co-chair model and suggested that the chair/vice-chair model might be more successful. Heidi Schultz indicted that her preference for the vice-chair model comes from an efficiency standpoint.  Discussion focused on the issue of how Heidi and Aaron, as co-chairs, might divide up responsibilities. More discussion took place with regard to a trial period for a co-chair mode, but the group did not reach agreement on that.
Motion:  Bob Weiss – Committee requests that Aaron and Heidi should meet and develop specifics as to what a co-chair model would be under their leadership and how responsibilities would be divided. This model to be reviewed at February meeting.
Second:  Mark Lindberg

Vote:  Unanimous

V. Minutes Approval (11/28/05) & Agenda Review












  5 min


Motion:  Robert Weiss - Correct Michael Connelly’s name and approve minutes as amended.

Second: Mark Lindberg

Vote:  Unanimous


Mark Lindberg suggested moving the Liaison reports to the beginning of the meeting.

VI. Committee Status Reports

















10 min

· Action plan 

Start work on the listserve with a "to do" list and who will sign up for different activities.  Heidi & Aaron will look at it as to what they want to include into the annual report.
· Work session summary


· HRAC phone number

Judy Moseley will continue checking the voice mail.
VII. New Business 




















20 min

· Annual Report

Heidi solicited ideas on how best to get this accomplished.  Greta noted that Mark Lindberg has provided enough information that Greta can then put into an agenda cover memo to the BCC.  Mark has provided information that covers the period to October 2005, but needs input from the committee for anything they wish to add covering October forward. Greta suggested attaching the budget for the BCC’s information.  Janice suggested having two representatives attend the BCC meeting when the annual report is presented.  Heidi suggested that members may want to give a brief presentation.  
Greta encouraged everyone to attend.
Motion:  Mark Lindberg –To have Heidi and/or Aaron draft the report and forward to Greta to format.  Members should send information to the listserve that they want added to the report.  Send information to the Listserve to be added to the information.

Second:  Anthony McCown

Vote:  Unanimous
An E-mail including the details to the committee will be sent out.  Everyone is invited to attend.

· Recruiting for the committee vacancy 

Tabled to February
· Survey


Greta distributed the BCC Membership Survey from the Diversity Action Committee.  

· Website/listserve

- Adding Liaisons to listserve

  Robert Weiss has updated the listserve and will contact the group regarding PDF file attachments.

VIII. Action Items




















  5 min
· Freedom Fund Dinner


The committee in the past has paid for four tickets and donated them to the youth.  Does the committee 
want to continue this scholarship support and/or have the members attend?  
Motion:  Janice Rubin - Committee to purchase of four tickets (total $200.00) and if Greta isn’t notified by Friday, January 27th as to who would like to attend, the tickets will be turned over as scholarships. Second:  Sheila Coats
Vote:  Unanimous

IX. Liaison Reports

A. Community Mediation Services




Ted Lewis







  5 min

Ted distributed the Annual Narrative Report for the second year, 2005.  There was a significant drop in complaints this year as opposed to 2004.  CMS has renewed their contract for a third year.  Ted noted that SAfER, school districts, and the Sheriff’s Office are collecting data.  If you want to track trends you would need to look at everyone that is currently collecting the data.  Mostly Ted is doing phone work and this is not their specialty and they want to do what they do best over a long term, which is mediation. Ted noted that he is abiding by the specific protected class categories.  
B. City of Springfield






Rita Wallace-Ostrofsky




  5 min
Rita will not be attending and there will be a new liaison appointed in the near future.
C. Eugene Human Rights Commission



Hugh Massengill





  5 min

The committee met Tuesday January 17th.  They had a 45 minute presentation of the new City Hall design. They held a process retreat on Saturday.  Subcommittee drafted a letter with an initiative to end homelessness within ten years. The commission meets the third Thursday once per month.  February 8th, 5:00 p.m. in the McNutt Room they will hold a subcommittee planning meeting.  
D. Human Resources






Greta Utecht






  5 min
· Membership Application received – The applicant is a student, but is unsure if they would qualify as a youth member.  Greta will contact the applicant to let them know that the HRAC will make a determination in the next month or so.
· Budget Kick-off was held today.  This year is a status quo budget year.  Greta will distribute copies to the committee when there is a final financial plan.  There is a funding measure on the November ballot to create stable funding for Public Safety.  If this happens it will create more stable services.  There is already information out on the county’s Internet site at www.lanecounty.org.
E. Sheriff’s Office







Dennis Ewing






  5 min

Sheriff’s Office has held a promotional process for lieutenant positions and there will be a captain’s recruitment interview this Wednesday, January 25th, from 7:30 am -4:00 pm. If anyone from this group would like to participate, please contact Dennis Ewing by noon tomorrow (January 24th) at 682-6527.  Preference is for someone to stay from the beginning through the end of each candidate’s presentation.
Miscellaneous Discussion:  
· Research on public service announcement.  
· Write the announcement and give it to Greta who will then forward to the County’s Public Information Officer (Melinda Kletzok).  
· Put a list of things to do on the listserve
· Hotline Publicity – Robert Weiss feels that this should have a broader scope.  Mark suggested doing a Public Service Announcement to get the number out there and he will bring the cost for a bus ad back to the committee in the February meeting.  Everyone is comfortable with continuing this dialogue on the listserve.  Janice feels that it is important to get the hotline out there. 
· Greta Utecht – As part of the County’s budget kickoff, outside community groups can submit a funding request.  She will make the request on behalf of the committee for staff support.  She distributed a current copy of the HRAC’s budget and asked that the members review.  

· Bob Weiss – As a follow up to the idea that HRAC member pictures be posted on the Internet he requested that individuals send pictures to him or he can take a picture at the next meeting to include with the committee bios.

· Sheila Coats – Will work on tabling at the Asian Celebration.  
Upcoming Events

Asian Celebration

February 18-19, 2006

Lane County Fairgrounds Convention Center

796 West 13th Avenue

Meeting Adjourned:  8:05 p.m.
Next Meeting:  February 27th 
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