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Project Summary
The portion of the project we are concerned with is forest biomass processing capacity in and around Lane County, Oregon. Resource Innovations, at the University of Oregon, is contracted by Lane County to assess woody biomass processing capability and interests. The following goals are identified for the study: 

Goal 1: Understand the capacity of firms and contractors either engaged in or have the potential to engage in woody biomass collecting, processing and transportation services. 

Goal 2: Determine willingness and interest of firms and contractors to participate in biomass utilization efforts
Update on Interview Process

In early January, we contacted individuals (e.g., Darren Mahr of ODF, Rex Storm of Association of Oregon Loggers) to identify key stakeholders for interviews. Since this time the list of firms to contact has grown to 107. These contacts range in logging capacities (low to high number of employees, loggers to plywood manufacturers to sawmills) and are located in Lane and Douglas Counties. Of these 107 companies, 65 have been contacted and 12 have provided interviews. Five have said they are not interested in participating, whereas the other 48 companies have had 1 to 3 messages for them to contact us. The majority of contacts that we have not made an initial phone call are generally wholesale and logging manufacturers. This is due to time and prioritizing the list of names.

At this point in conducting interviews, individuals being interviewed are recommending many of the same medium and large size firms to contact for this study. An initial call has been made with all recommended individuals. While we have interviewed a few smaller firms, most have not responded to our phone calls. We have identified these firms primarily through the phone book and “cold calling”. 

The information that we want to acquire with the interviews is who is currently participating in woody biomass utilization, determine where woody biomass products are coming from and going to, and assess contractors and forest industry professionals interest in developing more regionally-based woody biomass opportunities.

Interviews will continue through March. We hope to acquire 15-20 interviews that will provide the basis for our analysis. We will provide a written summary in late spring.
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